IN MEMORY
Dennis Lee Plooster
4307 W. Creekside Drive, Sioux Falls, SD
Died:  Thursday, August 7, 2008
Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Age:   78 years, 4 months, 9 days
PRAYER SERVICE
7:00 PM Sunday, August 10, 2008
First Baptist Church, Sioux Falls, SD
INTERMENT
10:00 AM Monday August 11, 2008
Woodlawn Cemetery, Sioux Falls, South Dakota                                 
MEMORIAL SERVICE
11:00 AM Monday, August 11, 2008
First Baptist Church, Sioux Falls
Rev. David Plooster and Rev. Roger McCarty, Officiating
Rev. Shawn Norton, Vocalist
Rev. Mark Gronseth, Organist
"Untitled Hymn (Come to Jesus)"
Special Music
Annelise and Amy Plooster – “He Raised Me Up”
Congregational Hymns
“Battle Hymn of the Republic” #730
“Great is Thy Faithfulness” #72
    Denny was born the fourth of ten children to William and Gzina (Muilenberg) Plooster, in Platte, SD, on March 28, 1930.   As a young child he lived in Platte, Pierre and Mitchell. His family moved to Vancouver, WA when he was 11 and there he learned tumbling and gymnastics. In 1943 Denny competed in the National Tumbling Championships in New York. At age 17 while living in California he won the state diving championship. He later taught diving at Drake Springs. 
   The family moved to Sioux Falls in 1945 where Denny delivered groceries for his father’s store while attending school. He met Peggy Buck in 1946 and they became high school sweethearts. They were married on December 28, 1950. To this union were born three children: Michael, David and Debra. He was a member of First Baptist Church for over 40 years.
   Mr. Plooster graduated from Washington High School in 1950.  During those years, he delighted crowds by performing tumbling and trampoline acts at special events. After graduation he attended the University of South Dakota for one year. In 1951 he received a full-ride scholarship to pole vault at Colorado University in Boulder, CO.  While there he competed against some of the great vaulters of that time, including world champion Bobby Richards. 
   Denny was an athletic trainer for the CU football team while in college and attained his Physical Therapy degree in Denver in 1955. After graduation he worked in Alliance, NE, for one year. He then moved back to Sioux Falls in 1957 to work at Children’s Care Hospital and School as a Physical Therapist. He later became Assistant Director.  He also opened a gym in Sioux Falls in 1960 to teach children tumbling.
   In 1970 Denny began working in direct sales.  He became a national sales manager with the Conklin Company of Shakopee, Minnesota, building a very extensive and profitable sales team, and retired after almost 30 years of service. Denny began making improvements to the family farm in 1967. He, along with daughter Deb, established their family- owned business, “Performance Plus Arabian Horse Farm,” located west of Sioux Falls.
   Denny was an avid hunter and fisherman, and especially enjoyed sharing those experiences with his family and friends. In later years he could often be found on the Missouri River near Pierre, fishing for Northern and Walleyes, or scouting the area for Canadian geese.  He also enjoyed golf. He raised and trained hunting dogs for over 40 years.  One of his greatest joys was his family, and he loved being involved with his children and grandchildren.
    In 2005 Denny and Peggy moved to their retirement home at Prairie Creek overlooking a pond where he enjoyed watching the geese and the sunsets. He lived there for one and a half years until the development of Alzheimer’s forced him to move to the Inn on Westport Memory Care where all who came in contact with him loved him. He was a witty and compassionate man.
   Preceding him in death were his parents; two brothers: Dale and Roger; and two sisters: Lee Sheldon and Barbara Feld.
   Survivors include his wife Peggy; sons Michael Plooster of Baraboo,WI; and  David (Dawn) Plooster  of Mt. Pleasant, IA;  daughter Deb (Keith) McGuire  of Sioux Falls, SD; brothers Lowell (Elaine) Plooster of Minneapolis, MN; Don(Pat) Plooster of Forrest Lake, MN;  and Bill (Muriel) Plooster of Harrisburg, SD; sisters Beverly Freimuth, of Littleton, CO;  and JoAnn Bell, of Edgemont, SD;  grandchildren James, Kelly, Daniel, Annelise, and Amy Plooster; Brianna and Chelsey Helberg, Kari (Ryan) Smith, and Katie (Mike) Lauer, 3 great- grandchildren, and a host of other relatives and friends.
Full article can be viewed at  http://www.georgeboom.com  
